HISTORY OF THE OLD CHURCH ON THE MOUND AT SIX MILE PRAIRIE. 
By Dr. J. B. Gordon, Fayetteville, Tenn. 
| Installment #28..e.eHere is the famous "FLAGPOLE CORNER." Joe Hood, 
Mrs, Hood, Alec McKee, Mrs. McKee (Bowerman), Mr. Ash, Mrs. Ash, Dan 
Dickey, Mrs. Dickey, Jim Hunter, Mrs. Hunter. Here is the famous 
"PLAGPOLE CORNER." In giving these names the writer was circling 
around this "corner", turning toward the right. 

If the reader will now take him by the hand, he will repeat the 
circle, giving the geographical points: 

The SE corner of JOE HOOD'S field was the NW sentinel of the 
"PLAGPOLE CORNER", From Joe's we cross (moving right, and east) 


over the county line, into an eighty, then untouched by the plow. 


No house was on it then. It was owned, it appears, by a Mr. Green. 
Here, on this virgin eighty, was the "MUSTER GROUND." The "FLAGPOLE" 
itself stood on the SW corner, Crossing the Sparta & Pinckneyville 
road,(then dirt, now a "hard road") ,and going south we enter JIM 
HUNTER'S land, whose NW corner was the SE sentinel of the "FLAGPOLE" 
center; the SW corner of the prairie eighty being the NE sentinel of 
the "FLAGPOLE" center. From Jim Hunter's we cross the county line 
petween Randolph and Perry, going right and now west again into 
Hunter's land, whose NE corner is the SW corner of the "FLAGPOLE" 
center. We now again cross the Sparta-Pinckneyville road, going 
directly north into Joe Hood's field, whose SE corner was the NW 
sentinel of the "FLAGPOLE" center..ceces 


Copied from xerox of the above from Rex Franklin 29 Jan 1983. 
These installments appeared in the Sparta News-Plaindealer in 1928 or '29, 
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The 1902 Atlas of Perry County shows this church on the west side of 
the SE of the SWi of sec 32, T5S, RAW with R. Beattie owning adjacent 
land. By 1920 about nine acres had been set off where this church seems 
to have stood and it was owned by R. Hunter. W. N. Brown and David Brown 
owned surrounding land. 
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MORE NOTES RE THE SIX MILE CHURCH IN PERRY COUNTY WHICH I FAILED 
TO MENTION ON PRECEEDING PAGES.,...... 


The flag which was sewn entirely by hand as no sewing machines were 
known to be in Six Mile at that time, was spread out in the Church 


on the Mound as there was no other building large enough to accomm-~ 
odate it elsewhere. 


The Church at Six Mile was of the "NEW LIGHT" persuasion. 


According to various death certificates in the Perry County Court 
House the burying ground at Cutler has been referred to through the 
years as Cutler Cemetery; Mound Cemetery; and Concord Cemetery. It 
is in the very SE corner of section 32 T55, RAW, and close to a mile 
east of the old church. 


My note...See Perry County deed record "K" pp 360/361. Samuel McClure 


and wife to Concord Graveyard. 


By 1853 Julia Green owned the 80 acres of virgin prairie where muster 
was held near the flagpole on Saturdays, She heired this from her 
father, Levi Green of Jamestown. Julia married Geo. W. Exum and went 
to Labette Co., Ks. where she is counted in the 1880 census, 


Elizabeth Spurgeon, 
710 Paffee St., 
Pinckneyville, I11 1983 


FAMOUS "FLAGPOLE CORNER" 


The flag flew eighty feet above the ground...the pole six or seven 
feet below ground. Made in three sections (by Pier). The flag was 
twenty-four by eight feet and sewn entirely by hand about 1860, 


The main road west to east, Sparta to Pinckneyville, where the highway 
crossed the county line was where the flagpole was raised, the central 
point of interest of Six Mile muster days on Saturday. 


Tom Shaw bought eighty acres where the flagpole was in the very corner 
that was nearest his house one mile away. The pole was in his way 

and was getting old and shaky, so it was cut down...probably by some 
of the Shaws. 


The flag was raised in 1860 in north Six Mile Prairie. 

John R. Gordon was called Riley. He died in 1886. He took care of 
the flag for twenty-mix years. Robert died later. Mother died in 
1894. Flag here for thirty-four years. 

The flag saw the Civil War; Spanish-American W ar; and World War I. 


W. R. Gordon was the only one who lived near Cutler (Rennie). 


Oct; 1860..:0n the second nite of the Sparta Fair occurred the great 
Republican Torch Light Procession, It formed in the rear of the old 
Rosborough store, thence east on Broadway, 


ee ee! 


Copied by Elizabeth Spurgeon, 
710 Taffee St., 
Pinckneyville,ll 62274 


This story published in installments in the Sparta News-Plaindealer 
and copy of same loaned to me by Rex Franklin, Vergennes, Ill. 


1850 census of Randolph County, Ill. 


74/74 GORDON, J. R. 31 b. SC 
Margaret 31 eget 
John B. =) Il 
Margaret A. 1/12 Tl 


BRACKENRIDGE, John 70 Georga 


RANDOM NOTES TAKEN FROM HISTORY OF THE MOUND CHURCH IN SIX MILE 
PRAIRIE by Dr. J. B. GORDON, M.D. 


Rev. Michael Harshaw was called 5 April 1842 from Allegheny, Pa, 
He came down the Ohio and up the Mississippi. On horseback from 
Chester, Illinois to Six Mile Prairie. 


Rev. A. H, Harshaw; Rennie Harshaw; Robert Harshaw; and a sister, 
(The 1850 census of Perry Co.,I1l. taken 1 Sept. shows this.....) 


217/217 HARSHAW,MICHEL 58 R.P.Preacher Ireland 
Margaret 31 lreland 

Sarah 6 ay 

Eliza M, 4, Tile 

Andrew 2 SG. 
McCluskey ,Margaret 58 Ireland 


The above is my note...HES 


The name of the REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN (MOUND) CHURCH OF SIX MILE 
has always been CONCORD. At this time the name has never been 
satisfactorily or altogether appropriate. 


The church was built before 1865 and was in the process probably 
about 1857. 


Reformed Presbyterian (Mound) Church and Congregation of Six Mile 
Prairie, Perry Co., I11. eighty-six years in existance 1842-1928, 


The Chester road ran past Mr. Harshaw's gate. 


Margaret Breckenridge married J. R. Gordon. Dr. Jd. B. Gordon, the 
writer was born 1847. Margaret & J.R. were married in Randolph Co.,Iill. 
28 Dec 1843, 

Jno. S. Faris went to Kansas. A. Y. Richmond died 4 May 1918 and 

Wm. Re Blair 5 May 1916, Matt McMillan died ‘ 


There is no record that a funeral serman was ever delivered in the 
Mound Church. This was because no cemetery was near enough to it 

to permit it. Funeral was always at the residence, then to whatever 
cemetery the family selected. Nor is there any record of where members 
of the R.P. (Mound) Church were buried, 


James W. Blair buried in the cemetery next to the highway. John Breck= 
enridge, the writer's grandpap buried in the cemetery near the south- 
east of Sparta. The Gordon family buried in the Fulton Cemetery. It 
appears that the greater part.of this congregation have been buried in 
the Mound Cemetery. (He means the present day Cutler Cemetery.) The 
Gordons are buried in Eden. Robert Preston buried in the Preston Cem- 
etery near Mound. 


Alex McKee and Mrs, Susan McKee (nee Bowerman) married 12 Dee 1850 
in Randolph County, Ill. 


AT LAST THE 7-FT. HOLE IS FINISHED and the pole is 


| ready. It is rolled around to slip down the slant to‘its resting 


place. A line is slipped through its tip and the crowd (a 
gathering of men—no women) is ‘surging around it. They 


' | brought the pole in pieces on log wagons with pulleys and 


A woman's viewpoint 
by KATIE FIENE BIRCHLER 
Chester 


ONE OF THE BIG HOLIDAYS of the year is coming up| - 


Monday, as you well know—Independence Day, the Fourth of 
July—with celebrations running all the way from:a back yard 
barbecue to the annual observance in Steeleville, which has 
been taking place for so many years no one knows when it 
began. : — : 

THERE CERTAINLY COULD NOT BE a celebration 
without flags. Hundreds of them. An avenue of flags along the 
parade route in Steeleville is as inspirational a sight as you'll 
find. I don’t know about you, but I am filled with emotion 
when I see them, and when the colors pass in review. I 
swallow and swallow to get rid of a lump in my throat and 
could spill tears if I didn’t bite ’em back. What does it mean? 
Is it patriotism? Female frailty? 

ANYWAY, WITH THE FLAG IN MIND and the fact that 
flags can be purchased as easily as walking into your favorite 
store, go back in time with me for a few minutes—back 123 
years for a looksee at a flag. A very special and unusual flag, 
anda story. A true flag-raising story. ; 

THE TIME: 1860, The place: Six Mile just north of Cut- 
ler. Inthe Mound Church area. Men of Six Mile are determin- 
ed to make and fly the most impressive, the largest, most 
glorious flag anyone has ever seen. It will be ready by July 
4th. (Descendents of these men are with us today—many of 
them. The Gordens, DeVinneys, Campbells, Harshaws, Mc- 
Clures, Blairs, Hunters, Piers, Browns, Bradens, Hoods, 
Hendersons, Adams, Ramseys tonamea few.) . : 

THE SPOT; FLAGPOLE CORNER where the Sparta- 
Pinckneyville road crosses the Perry-Randolph County line. 

IMAGINE, IF YOU WILL, a flag pole 80 feet above the 
ground. It is in three sections, banded together at two places 

‘by rings of wagon tire, with holes through both iron and wood, 
through which iron bolts are run, taps put on and firmly 
screwed together. The hole for.the pole is dug at a slant to the 
east, allowing the digger to go down into it as he works, as 
well as giving a start for the pole. No augers, of course. Just 
hand digging. Or shovel digging. The hole will be deep 
enough to cover the tallest ‘man. a 


tackling. Slowly it is rising, steadied by men on each side. 
Out of reach by hand they hold long poles against it. Steadily; 
firmly, a:‘team of horses draws on the pulleys. Some one is 
holding the horse’s bits as they seem to sense danger. Steady 
there. Now. The pole is upright without a mishap. The dirt is 
crammed hard around it and tarnped down. Tamp, tamp. It 
is done. . ‘ 

NOW THE FLAG. That beautiful flag, stitched by hand, 
every inch of it, is 24 feet long and eight feet wide. (While it 
cannot be documented, it is believed that ladies, women and 
girls of the Mound Church or of Six Mile, made the flag. 
Reasoning has it that it was made and put together there (the 
church) because it was the only place with sufficient room to 
stretch out strips of cloth 24 feet in length. 

THE FLAG IS BROUGHT FOWARD at the gentle hand 
of Riley Gordon,.who has cared for it since the last stitch was" 
added, It is fastened tightly, securely, safely, pulled up, and 
the lines fastened below. A flag has never been here before. 
Never. Wind has never found one in this spot. It looks as 
though wind will not find this one. It seems to stretch like a 
sleepy giant. Moving slightly. Only slightly. Everyone stands 
breathless. Slowly, almost reverently, it begins to move. A 
breeze catches it and in a stirring moment waves unfurled, 
full and glorius. The men stand in awe. In silence. Then 
cheers fill the air.. Hearts pound with pride and emotion. A 
tribute to the patriotism of pioneer people of Six Mile. On Ju- 

r occasions thereafter the:Six.Mile 


HOWEVER, TIME HAS CHANGED ALL OF THAT. The 
Six Mile flag remains a stirring story out of the past. There 
may be a portion of it in some attic—in a trunk, pressed ina 
Bible—somewhere. It would be interesting to know anything 
at all about it. If you, dear reader, have any info, let us know. 
I LIKE TO THINK that while flags themselves have 
changed from hand stitched to machine made, and they are 
easily available in. any size, the same feeling of love and 
patriotism they induce has not changed. Oh, there are occa- 
sions when we feel the flag is not respected, but Americans 
witha deep feeling of patriotism and love of Old Glory far 
outnumber the others. Hooray for that. 
WE’RE GRATEFUL TO long time friend and historian 
REX FRANKLIN of Vergennes who was nice enough to supp- 
| ly information about the Six Mile Flag from writings by Dr. 
J. B. Gordon (1929). i 


FAMOUS "FLAGPOLE CORNER” 


The flag flew eighty feet above the ground...the pole six or seven 
feet below ground. Made in three sections (by Pier). The flag was 
twenty-four by eight feet and sewn entirely by hand about 1860. 


fhe main road west to east, Sparta to Pinckneyville, where the highway 
crossed the county line was where the flagpole was raised, the central 
point of interest of Six Mile muster days on Saturday. 


Tom Shaw bought eighty acres where the flagpole was in the very corner 
that was nearest his house one mile away. The ple was in his way 


and was getting old and shaky, so it was cut down...probably by some 
of the Shaws. 


The flag was raised in 1860 in north Six Mile Prairie. 


John R. Gordon was called Riley. He died in 1886. He took care of 
the flag for twenty-six years. Robert died later. Mother died in 
1894. Flag here for thirty-four years. 


The flag saw the Civil War; Spanish-American W ar; and World War I. 
W. R. Gordon was the only one who lived near Cutler (Rennie). 


Oct. 1860...0n the second nite of the Sparta Fair occurred the great 
Republican Torch Light Procession. It formed in the rear of the old 
Rosborough store, thence east on Broadway. 


Gopied by Elizabeth Spurgeon, 
710 Taffee St., 
Pinckneyville,I1 62274 


This story published in installments in the Sparta News-Plaindealer 
and copy of same loaned to me by Rex Franklin, Vergennes, Ill. 
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1850 census of Randolph County, Ill. 


74/7% GORDON, J. R. 31 b. SC 
Margaret aL Th 
John B. 3 be | 
Margaret A. 1/12 Il 


BRACKENRIDGE, John 70 Georga 


HISTORY OF THE OLD CHURCH ON THE MOUND aT SIX MILE PRAIRIE. 
By Dr. J. B. Gordon, Fayetteville, Tenn. 
Installment #28.....Here is the famous "FLAGPOLE CORNER.” Joe Hood, 
Mrs. Hood, Alec McKee, Mrs. McKee (Bowerman), Mir. Ash, lirs. asn, Dan 
Dickey, Mrs. Dickey, Jim Hunter, Mrs. Hunter. ifere is the famous 
"FLAGPOLE CORNER.” In giving these names the writer was circling 
around this “corner”, turning toward the right. 

If the reader will now take him by the hand, he will repeat the 
circle, giving the geographical points: 


The SE corner of JOH HOOD'S field was the NW sentinel of the 


"PLAGPOLF CORNER". From Joe's we cross (moving right, and east) 


over the county Line, into an eighty, then untouched by the plow. 


Wo housé was on it then. 1t was owned, it anpeers, by 4 ir. Green. 


Here, on this virgin eighty, wes the "MUSTER GROUND.” ‘The "HLACPOLE" 
itself stood on the SW corner. Crossing the Grparta & Plackneyvilile 
road,(then dirt, now a "hard road"),and going south we enter JIM 
HUNTER'S land, whose NW corner was the Si sentinel of the "PLAGrOLE" 
center: the SW corner of the prairie eighty being the NE sentinel of 
the "FLAGPOLE" center. From dim Hunter’s we cross the county line 
between Randeloh and Perry, going right and aow west egsin into 
Hunter's land, whose N¥ corner ls the SW corner of the "PLAGPOLE" 
center. We now again cross the Sparta-Pinekneyville road, going 
directly north into Joe Hood's field, whose Sh corner was the NW 
sentinel of the "FLAGPOLE" center.....+. 

Copied from xerox of the above from Rex Franklin 29 Jan 1983. 

These installments appeared in the Sparte News-Plaindealer in 1928 or '29 


The 1902 Atlas of Perry County shows this chureh on the west side of 
the Ska of the SWi of sec 32, T5S, RAW with R. Beattie owning adjacent 
land. By 1920 about nine acres had been set off where this church seems 
to have stood and it was owned by R. Hunter. W. N. Brown and David Brown 
owned surrounding land. 

EB. Spurgeon 
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HISTORY OF THE OLD CHURCH ON THE MOUND AT SIX MILE. 


By Dr. J. B. Gordon, Fayetteville, Tenn. 


Installment #28......Here is the famous "FLAGPOLE CORNER." 

Joe Hood, Mrs. Hood, Alec McKee, Mrs. McKee (Bowerman), Mr. Ash, 

Mrs. Ash, Dan Dickey, Mrs. Dickey, Jim Hunter, Mrs. Hunter. Here is 

the famous "FLAGPOLE CORNER.* In giving these names the writer was 
circling around this "corner", turning toward the right. 

If the reader will now take him by the hand, he will repeat the 
circle, giving the geographical points: 
The SE corner of JOE HOOD'S field was the NW sentinel of the 

"FLAGPOLE CORNER". From Joe's we cross (moving right, and east) 

over the county line, into an eighty, then untouched by the plow. 

No house was on it then. It was owned, it appears, by a Mr. Green. 
Here,on this virgin eighty, was the "MUSTER GROUND." The "*FLAGPOLE" 
itself stood on the SW corner. Crossing the Sparta & Pinckneyville road, 
(then dirt, now a "hard" road) ,and going south we enter JIM HUNTER'S 
land, whose NW corner was the SEH sentinel of the "FLAGPOLE" center; 

the SW corner of the prairie eighty being the NE sentinel of the 
"FLAGPOLE" center. From Jim Hunter's we cross the county line between 
Randolph and Perry, going right and now west again into Hunter's land, 
whose NE corner is the SW corner of the "FLAGPOLE"™ center. We now again 
cross the Sparta-Pinckneyville road,going directly north into Joe Hood's 


field,whose southeast corner was the NW sentinel of the "FLAGPOLE"center. 


oeee eed 


Copied from xerox of above from Rex Franklin 29 Jan 1983 
These installments appeared in Sparta News-Plaindealer in 1928...or '29. 


HISTORY OF THE OLD CHURCH ON Thi. MOUND AT SIZ MILE 
by br. dg. B. Gordon, Fayetteville, Teno. 
installment #28.....Here is th< famous “FLAGPOL} CORNER.” vgoe Hood, 
irs. Hood, Alec Mekee, Mrs. MeZee (Bowerman), Mr. Ash, irs. Ash, Dan 
Dickey, Mrs. bickey, Jim Hunter, ars. hunter. Here is the famous 
PRLAGPOLL GoRDER." In giving these aames the writer was circling 


around this “corner”, turning toward the 


af the reader will now take him by tue ie will repest the 


cirole, giving the geographical points: 


fhe SE corner of Jos HOGD'S field was the NW sentinel of the 


FLAGPOLE OGURKER". From doe's we cross (moving right, and east) 


over the county line, into an eignty, then untouched by the plow. 


No Houses was on it thes. it was oGwoed, it appears, & Mr. Green. 


Here, on this virgin eighty, was the "MUSTER GigUND.” The 'FLAGPOLE" 


4tseif stood on the &r corner. Crossing the Sparta « rlackneyville 
road,(then dirt, sew @ "hard road") ,aqd goliag south we eater JIM 
HUNPcR'S lend, whose Aw corner sas the Sh sentinel of the *“FLaGroLi® 
center; the S*¥ corner of the vrairie ¢ighty being the az sentinel of 
the "PLAGPULe" center. From Jim Hunter's we cross the county line 
between Randolph and Perry, going right and aow west ageia inte 
funter'a land, whose N= corner is the Sk corner o: the "PuatPoLe" 


center. #e now again cross the Sparta-linckasyvills ruad, going 


directly north into doe sood's field, whose SE corner was the AW 


gentinel of the "“FLAGPOLE" center. ..esec 


copied from xerox of the above from Sex Franklin 29 Jan 19583. 
" = s ~ n ren << = * Eq od ooh 
These installments appeared in the Sparta ews-Plaindealer in 1928 or '2¢ 
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The 1902 Atlas of Perry CSousty shows this church on the west side of 
the SEL of the £W3 of sec 32, T5S, RAW with R. Beattie owning adjacent 
land. By 1920 about nine acres had been set off where this church seems 
to have stocd and it was owned by KR. Hunter. ¥. N. Brown and David Brown 
owoeed surrounding lané. 
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re tate aes SEE 8% aoe “7 ¥ ° ie CARTON CTH BUG CHT, BHICE YT PATIET 
MORE ROTES &E THL SIX MILE CHURCH IN PERRY COUNTY wH1Ck 2 FAILED 
are STORTIVT ar Cae =ok-o ts TF ai Sa ae 2A 

TO MENPIOMJUN PRECREDING PAGES....... 


The fleg which was sewn entirely by hand as no sewing machines were 
known to be in Six Mile at that time, was spread out in the Church 
on the Hound as there was no citner bullding large enough to accomm- 
odate it elsewhere. 


The Ghurch at Six Mile was of the "NEY LIGHT" persuasion. 


according te various death certificates in toe rerry County Court 
House the burying grounG at vuiltler has been referred to throngh the 
years as Cutler Cemetery; Mouns Cemetery; and Concord Cemetery. It 
is in the very Gk corner of section 32 T55, R4¥, and vlose to a mile 
east of the ole church. 


My note...vee Perry County deed record "K* pp 360/361. Samuel McClure 


and wife to Concord craveyard. 


By 1853 Julia Green owned the 60 acres of virgia prairie where muster 
was held near the flagcole on Saturdays. the neired this from her 
fsther, Levi Green of Jamestown. Julia married Geo. ). Exum aud went 
to Labette Co., As. where she is counted in the 160 census. 


Llizebeth Srurgeon, 
710 Taffee St., 
Pinekreyville, Ill 1983 


RANDOM NOTES TAKEN FROM HISTORY OF THE MOUND CHURCH IN SIX MILE 
PRAIRIE by Dr. Jd. B. GORDON, M.D. 


Rev. Michael Harshaw was called 5 April 1842 from Allegheny, Pa. 
de came down the Ohio and up the Mississippi. On horseback from 
Chester, Illinois to Six Mile Prairie. 


Rev. A. H. Harshaw; Rennie Harshaw; Robert Harshaw; and a sister. 
(The 1850 census of Ferry Co.,I1l. taken 1 Sept. shows this.....) 


217/217 HARSHAW, MICHEL 58 2.P.Preacher Ireland 
Margaret 31 ireland 

Sarah 6 eee 

Eliza M,. 4, tls 

Andrew 2 tii. 
MeCluskey ,Margaret 58 ireland 


The above is my note...EES 


The name of the REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN (MOUND) CHURCH OF SIX MILE 
has @lways been CONCORD. At this time the name has never been 
satisfactorily or altogether appropriate. 


The church was built before 1865 and was in the process probably 
about 1857. 


Reformed Presbyterian (Mound) Church and Congregation of Six Mile 
Prairie, Perry Co., Ill. eighty-six years in existance 1842-1928. 


The Chester road ran past Mr. Harshaw's gate. 


Margaret Breckenridge married J. R. Gordon. Dr. d. B. Gordon, the 
writer was born 1847. Margaret & J.R. were married in Randolph Co.,I11. 
28 Dec 1843. 

Jno. S. Faris went to Kansas. A. Y. Richmond died 4 May 191& and 

Wm. R. Blair 5 Yay 1916. Matt McMillan died ‘ 


There is no record that a funeral serman was ever delivered in the 
Mound Church. This was because no cemetery was near enough to it 

to permit it. Funeral was always a? the residence, then to whatever 
cemetery the family selected. Nor is there any recoré of where members 
of the R.P. (Mound) Church were buried. 


James W. Blair buried in the cemetery next tc the highway. John Breck- 
enridge, the writer's grandpap buried in the cemetery near the south- 
east of Sparta. The Gordon family buried in the Fulton Cemepery. it 
appears that the greater part of this congregation have been buried in 
the Mound Cemetery. (He means the present day Cutler Cemetery.) The 
Gordons are buried in Eden. Robert Preston buried in the Preston Cem- 
etery near Mound. 


Alex McKee and Mrs. Susan McKee (nee Bowerman) married 12 Dee 1850 
in Randolph County, Ill. 


